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Summer Youth Camps

Our Interns

Nature Note

Mountain Wildflowers

Westwater Fundraiser

Moonflower Day
June 20

Mark your calendar! Leverage your
shopping dollars! On June 20,
Moonflower Market will be donating

5% of their sales to support CFI.
Coordinate your grocery shopping so
you can leverage your grocery
budget to help kids get out in nature.

Summer Youth Camps Spots are going...
going... gone!.. (almost)
It's always awesome when there's a demand for something into which you have
invested your heart and soul. This year, that is certainly true for our Summer Youth
Camps, which today are nearly full.
 

We have two sessions for Explorer Base Camp: Session #2
(July 9-12) is full and Session #1 (July 2-5) is down to the
last three spots. Sign up now! We are taking names for
waiting lists, too. If there's enough demand we will add
another session in August. Open to kids entering grades 5-
8. Scholarships are available.
 
We also have our Teen River Skills Camp July 17, 18, and
19. The single session is comprised of three consecutive
one-day workshops on the Moab Daily section of the river. If
you have teens entering grades 7-12 who might enjoying
learning how to be safe on the river while having the time of
their life, sign them up!

 

 

Spotlight on CFI Interns
Of the many, many good things that result from the hard work of everyone at CFI,
perhaps the most significant is the effect we have on the interns who pass through
our program each year. Your support makes this possible. Thank you! 
 
Program Intern Johanna Traut trained as a geologist with a BS from Hamilton
College, NY, Johanna had been employed for eight years at Boston-based Tetra
Tech, working both in the field and lab. But for about the last four years she had
also been thinking about doing something in education. When she went online to
research environmental education, she came across CFI and decided the
organizational mission was a perfect fit. And besides, as a geologist, the Colorado
Plateau, with its convoluted and mostly exposed rock formations, had always held a
major fascination for her for years. And despite having been raised much of her life

on Cape Cod, her grandparents hailed from Wyoming, so the
West was in her blood. After she completes her internship at
CFI she plans to head to Vermont to enter a teacher training
program working with middle school children. 

 
Program Intern Jana Franchini
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Visit our website!

Like CFI on Facebook!

Trips in Calendar Order

 

Scheduled River Trips 

Upper San Juan River Trip

Teen River Skills Clinic

Westwater Canyon River Trip

Women: Wild by Nature River Trip

 

Scheduled Land Trips

La Sal Mt. Explorer Base Camps

Range Creek Archaeology

Book Cliff Archaeology

 

Day Workshops

Mountain Wildflowers

Wildlife of Canyonlands NP

WFR and WAFA Rectification

 

Weekend Half-Day Tours

Moab's Ancient Past Rock Art

was born and raised on the Colorado
Plateau. Jana graduated from
Northern Arizona University with a
BS in Environmental Science and
Chemistry and worked as an
Environmental Scientist in the
electric utility industry for over seven
years. One day, while driving from

her home in the small town of St. Johns, AZ to Grand Junction, CO to attend the
birth of her niece, Shelby (pictured with Jana) she happened to pass by the CFI
office in Moab and got curious. Upon locating the CFI website, she immediately
identified with the mission. "I knew I wanted to become part of it, to contribute," she
says. Frustrated at the lack of impact her environmental training and knowledge had
had within the utility industry, she longed to find work with more meaning and
eventually landed the CFI internship. Her goal for her summer here is to get a taste
of what it's like to guide, to learn to share the place that she loves with others, "to
inspire in them a zest and zeal for their environment."
 

AmeriCorps VISTA Capacity Builder Curtis Tripp was
born and raised in Southeastern Connecticut, spending time
each summer camping and hiking in the mountains of New
England, swimming and paddling around the shore. "I grew
up exploring the small backyard forests of Connecticut," he
says, "climbing trees, looking for insects and salamanders
under logs and trying to catch frogs and turtles in the
ponds." Moving to northern Indiana to study Environmental
Science and Anthropology at the University of Notre Dame,

Curtis missed the mountains and the forests. He began making long cross-country
road trips to the West during school breaks to hike, climb, study the geology, and
revel in the scale and wildness of the landscape. " I first passed through Moab on
one of those trips, and wondered to myself what it was like to be one of the folks
lucky enough to live in such a beautiful place," he explains. After graduating from
Notre Dame in May of 2012, he and his wife Noelle moved to Haiti. He spent the
summer volunteering as she completed research for her master's degree. Afterward,
they came back to the U.S. and moved to Moab a few weeks later, where Curtis
joined the CFI team as an AmeriCorps/VISTA member and Noelle entered a VISTA
internship at the Moab Free Health Clinic.

 

 

Nature Note: April showers = May flowers
by Program Intern Jana Franchini

It was impossible to admire wildflowers this spring without
hearing the old cliché 'April showers bring May flowers'
running a few laps in the record player of my mind. The
wildflowers have been out with gusto, causing me to stain
and crumple the pages of my favorite field book: Canyon
Country Wildflowers, by Damian Fagan. And while many
flowers still abound, the fruits of others are also maturing,

just to spin the cliché record player a few more turns. 'April showers bring May
flowers' is such a truism on the Colorado Plateau, my mutterings of the words feel
like an incantation-a way of letting the new seeds know that rain will be invoked.

 

 

Mountain Wildflowers Seminar: June 22
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Moab's Ancient Past Rock Art
Sunset Arches National Park

 

Custom Trips:

Dates don't fit your schedule? Call
CFI today 800-860-5262 and create
an extraordinary custom canyon
country vacation. Our calendar fills
quickly so plan ahead (14
days advance notice for day trips
and 60 days for multi-day trips.) 

Join us for a full day exploring the La Sal Mountains, and learn to identify wildflower
species at the peak of their bloom. Locations depend on snow melt; general
elevation of activity between 8-11,000 feet elevation, moderate, mostly on trail
hiking. Join us for a one-day seminar!
 
This day trip includes lunch, transportation, hikes and interpretive talks. Trip starts
and ends at CFI located in Moab, UT. Locations visited during the field trip will be
determined depending on where the best blooms happen to be at the time, but
expect a number of short hikes up to half a mile roundtrip from the vehicle during the
day. To register, email info@cfimoab.org, call 800.860.5262 or 435.259.7750.

 

 

Wild Westwater Fundraiser: July 7
Leverage your river running dollars. On July 7, Canyon
Voyages will be donating 100% of the proceeds (after costs)
from a special Westwater Canyon trip to support CFI. Do
you have friends coming to town that weekend? Would you
like a care-free day of cool, wet fun in the magic of a
wilderness canyon with CFI Director Karla Vander Zanden as

your personal nature guide? Sign-up by Friday, July 5 at 5 pm. Call (435) 259-6007
to reserve your spot.
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