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 Canyonlands Field Institute is an outdoor education nonprofit organization in Moab, Utah, established in 1984.

Connecting People and Nature: History, Education, Adventure

https://cfimoab.org
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From the Director
2022 was a year of growth where we 
developed important improvements in 
our guide training and in our inclusion, 
diversity, equity, and accessibility 
programs. We also created new 
community events and articulated an 
updated educational vision. 

CFI continues to inspire care of wild 
spaces and renew the human spirit. As 
Donald Hicks writes: “Nature will teach us 
many lessons if we take the time to visit 
her classroom.” 

Please read the updates in this report 
to learn more about our work over the 
past year. Thank you for your support! 
Members are the oxygen of CFI. 

Jory Macomber
Executive Director
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Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility
Every month, our staff takes some time to talk about Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equity, and Accessibility (IDEA). At the core of these conversations is the 
recognition that CFI operates in outdoor spaces that have traditionally 
excluded people of color, LGBTQIA+, and disabled communities. The hard 
work, vulnerability, and dedication of our staff shape new hiring practices, 
increase sense of belonging, and move us towards a new organizational 
structure of distributed leadership.

Currently, we are addressing barriers of entry into the Environmental 
Education world through two main internal initiatives: 1) creating 
culturally relevant opportunities for professional development within our 
administrative staff through Justice Outside and the Lawrence Hall of Science, 
and 2) increasing the accessibility of our First Year Naturalist Educator 
position by covering the full costs of the Wilderness First Responder and 
Swiftwater Rescue certifications, providing free housing in Moab, and 
creating a curriculum of professional development throughout the program.

Externally, we are increasing the number of programs that center on 
Indigenous youth, improving the accessibility of Professor Valley Field Camp, 
and dedicating funding to underwrite more Title I schools and local youth in 
our summer programs.

We are guided through this process by UC Berkeley’s Working Towards Racial 
Equity project. Insights from Indigenous educators, organizations like the 
National Ability Center and the MVMC, and tireless efforts from our staff; 
especially IDEA Coordinator Sara Hinck, all provide tools and accountability 
to navigate these challenging and uncomfortable conversations. 

If you would like to know more about our IDEA initiatives, please read our 
annual diversity pledge on our Coyote’s Corner Blog. 
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Local children in the Adventure Day Camp escape the summer heat.

Guest educator Arnold Clifford teaches 
Native youth near Bluff, Utah.

https://cfimoab.org/outdoor-ceo-diversity-pledge-annual-report/
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“The communication skills, the creative 
activities, the compassion, the group 
management skills, etc, [of] all of the leaders 
were beyond my expectations. Excellent!!”   

 Mary Kay – Middle School Teacher

Local Programs 
CFI works hard to bring the 
Moab community together 
through outdoor educational 
programming for people 
of all ages in Moab. From 
summer camps to free 
community events, we 
have enjoyed connecting 
the people of Moab to the 
Colorado Plateau. 

Stewardship – 2022 was a 
memorable and fun year of 
environmental stewardship 
and included trail work in the La Sals, trash pick-up along the 
Colorado River and Highway 128, restoration of the Mill Creek 
riparian zone with Grand County students, and invasive plant 
removal in Professor Valley. Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped CFI give back to the human and ecological communities 
that sustain us. 

Summer Camps – Building community among Moab youth 
through our subsidized summer camps is part of our mission. 
Whitewater Academy and Youth River Skills provide 
professional development to the young adults of our community. 

Adventure Day Camps and Explorer Base Camps connect 
Moab youth to our backyard while creating new friendships 
and a deeper sense of place. Thanks to your membership, 
CFI can continue providing these enriching summer camp 
opportunities to local kids in 2023.

New Program – Our new, well-attended Mental Health 
Hikes were launched last year. At Oowah Lake, guest expert 
Elizabeth Bercel shared tools and resources on how to 
invest in our mental health. Our second Mental Health Hike 
explored Sand Flats Recreation Area, where we learned about 
self-care, communication skills, and practiced active listening. 
Both hikes featured discussions that inspired CFI to commit 
to prioritizing mental health in the outdoors. Keep an eye out 
for our schedule of community events in 2023.

Thank you – Our 2022 program partners helped enable CFI 
to create spaces to come together and build community:

•	 Grand County Public Schools
•	 Moab Astronomy Tours 
•	 Moab Museum
•	 Moab Valley Multicultural Center
•	 Rim to Rim Restoration
•	 Seekhaven Family Crisis and Resource Center
•	 U.S. Forest Service
•	 Utah Department of Natural Resources
•	 Youth Garden Project

Local programs provide memorable outdoor education 
experiences for Moab-area youth.

Youth River Skills summer camp 
on the Colorado River.

Explorer Base Camp at Oowah Lake.
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Educational Vision Update
This was a busy season of learning outside. We connected with over  
800 youth and 19 schools, and ran a total of 84 programs. Our  
Native Teen Guide in Training program has gained momentum, and 
we are grateful for our partnerships with Indigenous educators who 
make this program so impactful. 

Last fall, the staff, board, and community stakeholders met to 
brainstorm the future of CFI’s educational programming. New goals 
were defined to provide empowering, accessible, and culturally 
relevant experiences to communities historically excluded from the 
outdoors. The next stage of CFI’s development will center on the 
following educational vision:

​​“Canyonlands Field Institute will unite self, people, and place by 
empowering youth and adults through transformative experiences 
with nature and one another on the Colorado Plateau, fostering 
increased climate change resilience, and bettering the health of our 
planet. We will serve as a hub for inclusive, holistic, community-
centered, innovative, collaborative, place-based, joyful, and 
intergenerational outdoor education programming centering the 
cultural teachings of Indigenous communities, justice, diversity, 
equity, accessibility, and connectivity.”

As a community, CFI strives to continually evaluate and improve our 
curriculum and training program for educators, and are proud to 
inspire future leaders in outdoor education.

Adult Adventure Seminars

Native guides provide empowering and culturally 
relevant experiences for Native teens.

CFI led six seminars that explored the Colorado Plateau 
with inspiring guest experts. We took educational 
excursions to Ruby Horsethief Canyon, Cedar Mesa, Bears 
Ears, Range Creek, Book Cliffs, and the Moab area. About 
one of our trips, participant Glenna Hopper said: 

“This trip was both educational, enlightening, and 
relaxing. I couldn’t have had a better time and it will 
stand out in my memories as one of the best group 
trips I’ve ever participated in.” 

Adult Adventure Seminars for 2023 are filling quickly! Your 
membership includes a discount, so register soon on our 
website, or give us a call. 

Frybread making on the 
San Juan River, Native 

Teen Guide in Training.

Adult Adventure Seminar participants view rock imagery at Range Creek.
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First Year Naturalist Educators 
We are proud of our 2022 First Year Naturalist Educators (FYNE).  
Thank you to Alina Waldo, Heidi Shepard, Sasha Pereira, 
and Eliza Van Wetter for inspiring the next generation of 
environmental stewards. Soon, the 2022 class of FYNE will 
return as mentors and guides for the 2023 season. 

“When I first started with CFI, I didn’t truly understand the 
power of the river. I had already fallen in love with the river 
after 5 summers of commercial guiding, as I was shaping 
a job around a recreation I personally enjoyed, however 
something was missing. CFI changed this for me. As soon as 
I found myself with a goal that centered around education 
instead of tour guiding, the whole experience changed. 
The river’s bends became a classroom full of potential for 
meaningful learning, growth, and immersive discovery.

This perspective shift gave me the opportunity to see the 
potential for student learning in any outdoor setting. The 
variety of new experiences and challenges I faced through 
the First Year Naturalist Educator program, allowed me to 
become the Naturalist Educator I am today.”  

Eliza Van Wetter

Read more of Eliza’s reflections on our Coyote’s Corner Blog.
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Site Updates
Professor Valley Field Camp (PVFC) is an outdoor classroom 
that brings students together. Numerous improvements were 
made to our facilities at PVFC during 2022 with support from 
the state of Utah, foundations, and several kind donors. 

This year CFI expanded the reach of our ADA accessible 
pathways, added signage to our facilities, and continued with 
upgrades to our outdoor classroom spaces. In our welcome 
area, we celebrated the completion of a new bio-filtration 
toilet as well as a small shelter to protect arriving groups from 
the sun and rain. Thanks to these organizations and individuals 
that provided the means to bring our vision to life:

•	 Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation
•	 Hands on the Lands - Bureau of Land Management
•	 Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
•	 George and Dolores Dore’ Eccles Foundation
•	 Palladium Foundation
•	 The William H. and Mattie Wattis Harris Foundation
•	 Dr. Linda Leckman
•	 Ms. Sandy Mailliard
•	 George Macomber Family Foundation
•	 Natural Resource Conservation Service - USDA
•	 Palladium Foundation
•	 Union Pacific Foundation 
•	 Utah Division of Forestry Fire and State Lands

CFI’s educators inspire new generations of environmental stewards.

2022 First Year Naturalist Educators.

https://cfimoab.org
https://cfimoab.org/a-confluence-of-lessons-memories/


6

F I E L D  I N S T I T U T E

2022 Financial Statement

* Includes PPP loan forgiveness, sale of equipment, rental income. 
Expense figures include depreciation. CFI’s Federal Identification Number is 87-0418027.

Revenue: $967,772

Fiscal year ending September 30th

Thanks to the entire Team!

Board of Trustees
Walt Dabney, Chair
Tom Rees, Vice-Chair
Carl Spikner, Treasurer
Wayne Freimund, Secretary
Shawn Crawford
Diane Hanson
Cindy Kaufman
Ros McCann
Erin Towns

Thank you to our Board Officers 
and Trustees for your invaluable 
service and continued support 
of CFI’s mission. 

Year-round Staff  
Alison Anders
Brandi Atene
Nicole Croke 
Brennan Gillis
Sara Hinck
Michele Johnson
Jory Macomber
Alexander de Moor
Karla VanderZanden

Seasonal Staff 
Paula Curtis
Anna Eick
Sasha Pereira
Bre Scott
Heidi Shephard
Eliza Van Wetter
Alina Waldo
Mollye Zahler

Guest Educators
Kami Bakken
Lyle J. Balenquah
Elizabeth Bercel
Tara Beresh
R.E. Burrillo
Arnold Clifford
Lena Connolly
Colleen Cooley
Liza Doran
Tim Graham
Nicky Haroldson
Nancy Hewitt 
Jamie Hollingsworth
Mary Langworthy
Don Montoya
Autry Maho-Lomahongva
Avery Old Coyote
Heidi Redd
Kristin Redd
Tim Smith
Steven R. Simms
Corrinne Springer
Jonathan Till
Crys White
Valerye Woodruff
Nick Zachary

F I E L D  I N S T I T U T E

Expenses: $877,028

28%
Fundraising

59% 
Administration

13% 
Program 

37%
Program 

51% 
Contributions 

& Grants 

12%* 
Other

“Hopes and dreams” teambuilding activity, Native Teen Guide in Training.

Pre-season training on the Colorado River with CFI staff and apprentices.
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Grantors
City of Moab 
David Calvin & Constance Page  

Charitable Gift Fund
Enders Family Charitable Fund
Fanwood Foundation West
George Macomber Family  

Charitable Gift Fund
Grace & Walter Bird Fund 
Grand County Education 

Foundation 
Grand County Recreation Special  

Service District
Hemingway Foundation
M & M Sapers Fund
Maki Foundation
My Good Fund
Paul T. Walton Jr. Charitable  

Foundation 
The Frankie Fund
The William H. & Mattie Wattis  

Harris Foundation
Utah Division of Finance
Utah Division of Indian Affairs
Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation
Val A. Browning Foundation

Local Business  
Sponsors
Back of Beyond Books
Moab Chevron & Stu’s Deli
Moonflower Community Coop
Sorrel River Ranch
Tex’s Riverways
Wildland Scapes

Program Partners
Grand County Public Schools
Moab Astronomy Tours 
Moab Museum
Moab Valley Multicultural Center
Rim to Rim Restoration
Seekhaven Family Crisis and  

Resource Center
U.S. Forest Service
Utah Department of Natural 

Resources
Youth Garden Project

Members  
Donnarae Aiello
Amir Allak
Barbara Allan
Alison Anders
Kirk Astroth
Amberly Atene
Janet & Joseph Azbell
Steven Bachrach
Derrick & Kelly Baldwin
Brad Barber
Angela Bautista
Anne Bekoff & Earl Perry
Connie Bennett & Richard Leinaweaver
Elizabeth Bercel
Ben Billingsley
John Bird
Kimberly Bocaz
Ann & Richard Boelter
Jane Broadwell
Kenny Browning
Gail Burford & Robert Lawson
Dr. Steven Burr
Sarah Byrne
Tania Calhoun
Mark Cavallo
Jeffrey Clapp
Katherine D. Clarke
Connie Cook
Mary Coombs
Carol Corbett & Sue Lipsman
Shawn & Alta Crawford
Betsy Cunningham
Beth & Marvin Davisson
Linn DeNesti & Greg MacDonald
Kiron Dillon
Dave Driggs
Meghan Duff
Marian & Marian Eason
Greg Evans
Bethany Everett
Paul Frank & Anne Clare Erickson
Doug Fix & Jane Roberts
Emma Fraser
Juliette Frederick & Tony Seran
Wayne Freimund
Fred Garing
Annette Gibert
Brennan P. Gillis
Audrey & Tim Graham
Melinda Groff
Susan Hagen
Elizabeth Harding
David & Jody Heppe
Sutton Higgins
Sandy Hinck
Jamie Hollingsworth
Debbie Hopkins
Robert & Dixie Huefner

Plateau Partners 
Nadim AbuHaidar
Ian Acker
Ron Apfelbaum & Kathy Murray
Karen Bartlett
Gordon Beh
Grace Bird
Betsy Brew & Bob Van Wetter
Darcey Brown & Ken Helfenbein
Dennis & Ruth Brown
Trish Callis
Karen Combs & Lynn Wegener
Linc & Lois Cornell
Walter & Carey Dabney
Christine Decyk
Gary Donaldson
Mike Duncan
Hugh & Katherine Ferguson
Robert Greenberg & Trish Hawkins
Doug Haag
Diane Hanson
Holly Hatch
Kristen Henry
Casady Henry
Myles Hill
Kristina Hindert
Barbara & Dan Hippe
Leon L. Jones
Josh Kanter
Austin King
Mary Kohler
Susie & Bob Ladenburger
Dorothy & Ken Lamm
Linda Leckman
David & Evelyne Lennette
Bill Looney
George Macomber
John & Kristen Macomber
Sandy Mailliard
Howard Mann
Nancy McConnell
Mark & Kathryn McLane
William Mellor
Sarah Millham
Harry Orr & Bonnie Hatten
Stephanie Paine
Ben Phillips
Hank Rutter & Susan Fralick
Fawn Scheer
Jennifer Sheldahl
Jeniffer Speers
Roberta Staat & George Niederehe
Kody Wallace
Dale Weiss
Nam Keun Yoon
Jay Zuckerman

Our heartfelt thanks to all who support Canyonlands Field Institute.

Please let us know of any errors 
or omissions in our lists.
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Denise Hume
Taryn Hunt-Smith
Sandy Jackson
Laura Jackson
Darrah Jakab
Susan Jamieson & Craig Bigler
Melissa Johnson
Michele Johnson
Eric Jones
Dr. Richard Kanner
David Kell
Anne Keyser
Evan Kieber
Jean Kiker
Michael Kiker
Richard A. & Patty Kimball
Max King
Steven Kloetzel
Linda Kolb
Andrew & Judy C. Kramer
Alfred Kreinberg
Jane Dougherty-Lake  

& Gary Lake
Pat Lambrose & Jim Cox
Linda Lanham
Bassam Latif
Belinda Ledbetter
Trace Levasseur
Mimi Levitt
Armistead & Kelly  

 Sullivan Long
Clark Macomber
Samuel Macomber
Barbara & Thomas Malone
Teresa Mareck
Joyce Marienfeld
Nan Marquardt
Stephanie Matlock
Estelle Mcallister
Roslynn McCann
Kathleen McGinley
Ben & Benjamin McKinley
Janet McVickar
Rhiana Medina
William Meikle
Robert & Katie Melich
Andrew Menke
Reid Merkley
Dean & Kathe Miller
Joanna Millstein
Tica de Moor
Betty Moore
Kathy Morris
Lee Moss
Alicia Mozian
Katherine Murray
James & Pat Natseos
August Nelson
Diana Nevins
Mary Niederehe

Kenneth Nierenhausen
John & Julie Noel
Greg Nunn
Caroline Nurse
Gavin O’Mara
Walter Phelps
Ethan Powell
Susan Prescott
Dedee & Gerald Rigg
Lee Rimel
Emily Roberson
Forrest Rodgers
Richard Rootes
Ginny & Gerry Rothstein
Steve Rubey
Lanny Rubin & Elizabeth Strasser
Dr. Ken Sassen
Richard Schwartz
Bre Scott
Saxon Sharpe & Floyd Dean
Eva Shaw
Dr. Charles H. Shultz
Steven R. Simms & Judy Nelson
Ruth & Alfred Russell R. Smiley
Janet Thiede-Smith  

& David Smith
Jan Smith
Terry Smith
Glenn Smith
Jim & Colleen Sobieski
Catherine Hansen-Stamp  

& Barry John Stamp
Jolly Stanford
Bob Stevens
Marion Stoddart
Pam Tanner & Chris Muray
Conrad Tausend
Natalie Taylor
Kathy Thomas
Andrea Toback
Judith Torres
Sylvia Torti
Johanna Traut
Isabel Trople
Richard Valdez
Karla VanderZanden
Chuck Vidal
Zach Wallace
Bonnie & Corby Ward
Julianne Waters
John & Susette Weisheit
Paul & Bonnie Weiss
Janet Westbrook
Brian Whelan
Donna Wojcik-Barabas
Lauren Wood
Thomas Wylie
Karen Young
Nick Zachary
Mollye Zahler
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Mission 
CFI provides quality outdoor 
education on the Colorado Plateau 
to inspire care of wild places and 
renew the human spirit.

Vision 
A world where the people, wildlife, 
plants, and waters of the Colorado 
Plateau are healthy and vibrant.

Values
Respect:  
For each other and for the  
natural world. 

Reciprocity:  
Awareness of our interdependence. 

Experiential Education:  
Empowering children and adults.

Teamwork:  
Creating tomorrow’s leaders. 

Reverence:  
For the beauty and mystery of the 
Colorado Plateau. 

Responsibility:  
For each other and for the planet.

Diversity:  
Is essential to understanding. 

Stewardship:  
Living lightly upon the land.

Mail: P.O. Box 68, Moab, Utah 84532
Call: (435) 259-7750
Email: info@cfimoab.org
Visit: cfimoab.org
Get Involved: Join and Support

Front cover: Kids wander up Professor Creek during the summer Adventure Day Camp.
Back cover: Native Teen Guide in Training participants learn to read the river.
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