COMMUNITY BUILDERS

Community Builders is a hands-on lesson that explores what it means to be connected to
land. This activity highlights the importance telling one’s own story and how Indigenous
groups have often been denied that opportunity.

FIELD INSTITUTE

Category: Curriculum

Time taken: 1 hour

Materials needed: Outdoor setting with natural building materials (sticks, rocks, leaves, etc.)
Skills practiced: Storytelling, building, teamwork, perspective on history of land and people

Discussion (10 minutes):

» Gather everyone outside into a device-free space.
Pair & Share: Think of a place at home you have a connection to, talk about it with your neighbor. What
kind of space is it? Why do you feel connected to that space?

o Share with the group.

« Pair & Share: Now talk with your same neighbor about how the places you are connected to are similar
and how they are different. Did anything surprise you about your neighbors place? Did your neighbor
remind you of other ways you are connected to places?

o Share with the group.

« Given the places that you and your partner shared, do you think it's possible to be connected to, or have a
relationship with land? Why or why not?

« Do you have an innate connection to land? Do you have any connections to places you are not from?

Community Building (20 minutes):
 Break into groups of 3-5. Introduce the activity:

o Now that we've explored connection to place, your group will create a miniature version of a space
you feel connected to—you are the community, building the place you belong.

o As you build your community, consider meaningful places from home (schools, parks, or libraries) and
be creative! Create places of cultural significance that reflect your community’s values and way of life,
blending both natural and man-made elements.

o As you build, create a story about your community that you're comfortable sharing with the group.

o After 10 minutes, | will come around and ask for you to tell me a story about your community

« Allow groups to build for 10-15 minutes. Circulate between groups to encourage creative building and
storytelling. Provide time checks.

« Ask for the builders to share details about their communities as you walk around, remember these details
for later.
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COMMUNITY BUILDERS, CONTINUED
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Gallery Walk & Presentations (20 minutes):

» Once you have wrapped up building, gather for a gallery walk of the communities.

» Tell them that you will be presenting the communities’ stories to the whole group. Ask that you are the
only one speaking during this time. Tell them that after you have presented each group they may have
the opportunity to add anything that you have left out.

«» Tell the wrong/misleading story for each group. Try to tell a similar story, but change aspects of the
culture/values/infrastructure of the community in ways that fundamentally misrepresent what the
community has told you about themselves.

» Offer the chance for the community builders to tell their own, more accurate story.

Debrief (20 minutes):
Create a discussion suited to your group’s age and abilities. You can start with the following questions:
» Did you feel like you had an emotional connection to your community’s land? Why or why not?
» Raise your hand if the story of your community was told accurately
o How did it feel to have someone else tell your story?
o How did it feel to have someone else misrepresent your community?
» Can you all think of instances when peoples stories are told for them? Are these tellings always accurate?
What are some groups of people that this happens to?
o Why is it important that people are allowed to tell their own stories?
o Does anyone remember the groups of people who are indigenous to this land that we are on?
o What can we do to try to learn the true stories of people and land? Who can we ask?
» Any other thoughts or takeaways?
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